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For the PHILANTHROPIST. 


REFLECTIONS 


ON THE LATE INSURRECTION. 


"Lue War had three fucceffive years, purpled the once fer. 
tile plains of Belgium, the blood of thoufands had flown in a 
full tide, and the deareft intereft of the country facrificed to the 
idol of ambition. An unprincipled conteft, fruitlefs in its ter= 
mination and mixed with as much infanity as wretchednefs, has 
brought to the period long fince predifted by the difcerning and 
ingenuous; and the calamities which ftalk in the train of cone 
fli& have not forborne to approach us in an hour of diftrefs, 
and the wafteful expenditure of the country’s grain has haftened 
us to the fide of the tomb, whofe guardians are famine and 
difeafe. 

There have been few events of greater magnitude, as it re- 
lates to the country at large than the Jate infurrection, The 
facred awe which was ftudioufly preferved by courtiers, and 
was.implicitly cherifhed by the people, has ona fudden vanifhed 
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and the puppetry of ftate obferved, with infantine pomp to 
amufe the trifling and thoughtlefs, has been difregarded in the 
recent tranfactions with our chief magiftrate—we there beheld 
the ferment of half fmothered injuries, joining the ebullitions 
of an indignant populace, and expreffing their refentment by 
violence and diforder. We have witnefled a difrefpeé to the 
executive power, manifeftly intended as the avowal of their 
fufferings and misfortunes. Their fentiments of the prefent 
ftate of affairs, declared in the manner of their afflembling ; we 
have feen the facred perfon of majefty treated with rudenefs 
unknown to former times, his office difregarded, his honour 
fullied, his dignity debaced, his fycophants exclaimed againft 
and the cry of want univerfally bellowed in his ears. 

Thefe are events which are as unexpected as extraordinary, 
and are only introductory of a crifis which political forefight 
and philofophical refearch cannot poffibly predi& the iffue, But 
yet the voice of wifdom has not been heard from our palaces, 
nor the councils of falvation offered at fuch an alarming 
juncture: the man whofe age if nothing elfe entitled him to 
refpect, inftead of veneration meets with the anger and con- 
tempt of innumerable ftarving fellow men, and his meafures 
which for three years have met with unbounded applaufe, are 
on a fudden reprobated and exclaimed againft, and the idol of 
folly who has long ruled the treafures of the country, is ona 
fudden declared unworthy their confidence. Such revolutions 
in the fentiments of a people are not without fome foundation 
and it has often happened that the caufes of fuch great changes 
in the public mind, have been too little noticed ; and in the 
prefent inftance we may obferve petitions for a reformation of a 
corrupt parliament, the fource of all other evils, have been pre- 
fented, but their fate has been anticipated by the enjoyers of 
the fpoils, in beftowing them on the rubbifh heap of the office ; 
and when haggard diftrefs, and ftarving bankrupts are univer- 
fal, it can not be furprifing that difaffeétion and tumult fhould 
enfue. When mifery, difcontent, wretchednefs and vice, are 
fuddenly changed by the wickedneds of lying men into happi- 
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nefs and profperity, and put into the mouths of their harmlefs 
unthinking inftrument, to tell a nation fo, can it be furprifing 
they fhould refufe to allow fuch daring abfurdities and in fran- 
tic indignation attempt to hurl deftruction on the heads of 
deluders. 

It fhould be remembered that in the time of the defpotic 
James, the frowns of royalty being unable to ftop the torrent 
of petitioning, the miniftry had recourfe to a finefe not un- 
likely to be again practifed, and to counterbalance the cries of 
freedom, brought the approbation of fycophants: addreffes 
poured in as faft as petitions, perhaps fafter, for he who is 
bought to profefs friendfhip, generally overaéts his part ; but 
we fhould remember when the voice of petitioning was ftifled, 
the fighs of freedom were vented by the prefs, as it was in the 
power of more people to fee the critical ftate of liberty than to 
fee] it; publications from the prefs opened the eyes of thofe 
who were before fupine, and the torrent which had been re- 
{trained overflowed every barrier that could be oppofed to it by 
minifterial power. The liberty of the prefs has always been 
co-eflential with the liberty of the fubje&t, if they die—they die 
together. 

Britons, you are now peculiarly called upon to regard this 
privilege, and to exercife it for the improvement of your fel- 
low citizens, and value it as your birthright! let it not be 
meanly bartered away for a mefs of pottage, fome contempti- 
ble compromife, fome midway path between mifery and con- 
tent, let your care be inceflantly directed to its prefervation, 
and amid all the changes that may take place, let this be highly 
prized, and * let it be imprefled upon your minds, let it be 
inftilled into your children that the liberty of the prefs is the 
palladium of all the civil, political and religious rights of free- 
men.” 

When we are left to the decifions of unbiaffed judgment we 
eafily rife to the energies of mind—none are fo ignoble as to 
be excluded from the common gift of reafon, fome may poflefs 
a greater degree of intelletyal improvement than others : it is 

their 


Reetnsisir REP? ine io RE ST ay ee fe meee is ae a EM ie, TD ‘ : a on * 

tm a Ro SSE sa aes tan Pe ire jer acon 5 Lo eme Soe alia - 

: ai 2 a Siac anata saiciegieteclis ‘ailiestoe alvin ae lie 5 li » 3 

tee ate once a ire = : : paid nee ceo = = ee anata sc enatiitaa al, 
a i - - RENAE song he ee ae ~ 


~ 











































( 4) 


their duty to feck by communication of all they know to en- 

lighten their fellow citizens, and impart all the knowledge 

they may exclufively poflefs. Talents were never defigned to 

be hid in a knapkin, and the man who may chance to enjoy 

them and negle¢ts to feck the amelioration of his fellow beings 

by the exercife of them, he is in the eye of juftice a delin- 
quent. 
Liberty, benevolence, and truth, are beings of univerfal 
dominion in a heart unadulterated with courtly pride, alive to 
the feelings of humanity, and not made callous by the ufe of 
the weapons of defpotifm. Let thefe three great deities be the 
trinity in unity of your perpetual adoration. ‘Truth we can 
difcover, benevolence we can feel, and liberty! the glorious 
principle of liberty we can promote ; but it is well to remem- 
ber that liberty confifts in a generous exercife of the human fa- 
culties as far as compatible with the general intereft of the fo- 
ciety to which we belong, and we fhould remember alfo that no 
human being can reftrain the thoughts, words, and actions, of 
his fellow beings, and that the interefts of our fellow men, are 
alone to be regarded. There is therefore, and there can only 
be one intereft in our planet—the intereft of man confidered’ 
as one individual being, of whofe aweful body men are but 
the compofing atoms, of whofe fublime incomprehenfible foul, 
all other fouls are but emanations, the beams that fparkle 
round the defk of the grand intelleétual Sun, | 

The various people that form the nations of the earth, are 

only diftinét members of the fame body, and the individuals 
that compofe each people, are only the atoms that compofe the 
feperate members of the body of the man—man confidered in 
the agregate, is one and immortal; man has poffefled the 
globe from the firft moment when Adam breathed the balm of 
Paradife ; Man amidft all the revolutions of empires and _ftates 
has alone continued to exift whilft generations have rifen and 
vanifhed in fucceflion, and man fhall inherit the world. till the 
laft trumpet fhall {ummons into renovated life the duit that has 
flept 
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flept for ages. May I now afk what is the intereft of one atom 
againfta whole member? It is the intereft of one contemptible 
individual oppofed to the intereft of a whole nation, and what 
is the intereft of a fingle member, againft the whole body, it 
is one nation oppofed to all mankind—it is patriotifm oppo- 


fed to philanthropy. 

Patriotifm, is indeed, a generous principle whenexerted to 
proteé&t the welfare of a nation—againft the tyranny and am- 
bition of ufurping individuals ; but when patriotifm endea- 
vours to eftablifh one nation paramount over all the world, it 
is ftirring up rebellion’ amongft the members of the fame 
body; it is treafon againft the majefty of heaven, who has 
made of ** one flefh and blood all nations of the earth,” 

It is the demon of difcord which at this inftant is drenching 
the bofom of the common mother earth, in blood of her fons, 
converting the world into one vaft flaughter houfe, and ma- 
king men alternately the executioners and the victims of its 
ragee Oh! mad infatuation—oh! ranting hypocrify, what 
were the interefts of men fo clofely connected, that the hell- 
hounds.of war muft be dragged upon the plain,- to feperate the 
ties of nature. 

War is the greateft of evils, and it is not fufficient that we 
fee the impolicy of the prefent war, if we are not convinced of 
the turpitude of war in general ; and are determined by all the 
means in our power to exterminate the hideous monfter with 
its direful brood, and promote the benignant principles of hu- 
manity, love, and peace. Seek to inform your fellow men 
let them not be without inftructions, you that have more lei- 
fure and opportunity for reflection than the generality of men, 
and Jet the principles of moderation’ be infti!led into all. Let 
violence, diforder, bloodfhed, and confulion, be execrated as 
the fcourges of the human race;-and Jet the mild principles of 
benevolence, be extolled in the eyes of men. 

Countrymen and friends, your honour and your intereft de- 
mand that you fhould know your own importance.’ A con- 
icioufnefs of the dignity and power, which you inherently 
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poffefs, as it will fhew you the value of your rights and animate 
you to vindicate them fo it will lead you not to debafe your- 
felves by cruelty and revenge. 

The true dignity of man confifts in mild forbearance and 
complacent remiffion ; thefe are principles that will truly en- 
noble human nature, will ftamp eternal excellence on the 
conduct of all who practife them, and will fully warrant the 
decifions of applauding pofterity; and whilft changes are ef- 
fecting in the moral and political world, by the difcuffion of 
principles, and the diffufion of political truths, Philcfophy, 
and fcience will progreflively advance, men will continue to 
feek their true intereft, and will furvive the ftorm of preju- 


dice, 
But Courts and Courtiers fhall diffolve, 
And like the bafelefs fabric of a vifion, 
Leave not a wreck behind. 


CLERICUS. 


* eg 





For the Editor of the PHILANTHROPIST. 


Mr. Eprror, 


"Tue following excellent dialogue between two friends 
{which I think is immediately adapted to the prefent ftate of 
things at this moment in England), is tranfcribed from that 
well written and now: feafonable play of ** Ventce PRe- 
SERVED; the infertion of which in your valuable political 
Mifcellany, entitled the PHILANTHROPIST will be efteemed a 
favor by, Sir, an admirer of your Patriotifm, and an 
occafonal correfpondent. 


New Brentford, Middlefex. 
W. H. GREEN. 


*¢ PIERRE. Good morrow Jaffer, how fares the honeft 
partner of my heart? what, melancholy ! not a word to fpare 
me! ; 
Jaffier. I was thinking Pierre how that damned ftarving 
quality called honefty, got footing in the world. 

Pierre. 
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Pierre. Why powerful villany firt fet it up, for it own eafe 
and fafety: honeft men are the foft and eafy cufhions on 
which knaves repofe and fatten: were all mankind villains 
they’d ftarve each other; Lawyers wou’d want practice ; cur- 
throats rewards : each mar would kill his brother himfelf, 
none would be paid or hang’d for murder: honefty! ’twas a 
cheat invented firft to bind the hands of bold deferving rogues 
that fools and cowards might fit fafe in power, and lord it ua- 
controul’d above their betters. 

Jaffier. Then honefty is but a notion ? 

Pierre. Nothing elfe, like wit much talked of not to be de- 
fined ; he that pretends to moft too, has leaft fhare in’t: ’Tis 
a ragged virtue. Honefty! no more on’t. 

Jaffier. Sure thou art honeft ? 

Pierre. So indeed men think me, but they are miftaken 
Jaffier: I am a rogue as well as they; A fine gay bold-face’d 
villain as thou feeft me: ’tis true I pay my debts when they’re 
contracted; I fteal from no man; would not cut a throat to 
gain admiffion to a great man’s purfe, or a whore’s bed; I'd 
not betray my friend to get his place or fortune; I fcorn to 
flatter a blown-up fool above me, to crufh the wretch beneath 
me ;—yet Jaffier, for all this I am a villain, 

Jaffier. A villain! 

Pierre. Yes and a moft notorious villain, to fee the fuffer- 
ings of my fellow-creatures, and own myfelf a man: to fee 
our fenators cheat the deluded people with a fhew of liberty, 
which yet they ne’er muft tafte of. 

They fay, by them our hands are free from fetters, yet 
whom they pleafe they lay in bafeft bonds ; bring whom they 
pleafe to infamy and forrow; drive us like wrecks down the 
rough tide of power, whilft no hold’s left to fave us from 
deftruction. 

All that bear this are villians, and I one, not to roufe up at 
the greateft call of nature, and check the growth of thefe do- 
mettic fpoilers, who make us SLAVES, and tell us ’tis our 
CHARTER,” 

Citizens 
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Citizens and fellow countrymen, I lock forward with eager 
hope to that faft approaching time when the noble fpirit of each 
true born Briton (long pent up) may burft forth in a fimilar 
glowing exclamation to this of Pierre’s : 

** All that bear this are villains and [ one, not to roufe up 
at the greateft call of nature, to check the growth of thefe do- 
meftic fpoilers., who make us SLAVES, and tell us ’tis our 
CHARTER.” 

Although our governors have not yet dared to tell us this 
in plain terms; yet the oppreffion which they are daily heaping 
upon our heads fufficiently evinces that it is their moft fublime 
will and intention, by degrees to bring us into that deplorable 
ftate when, alas ! flavery might be our only charter. . 

But as it is theirs, my countrymen, with rapacious hands, to 
feize every advantageous opportunity of aggrandizing their 
power ; let it be yours with firm refolution to guard your yet 
remaining liberties againft the continual encroachments of 
thefe juggling fenators ; and itis by your unanimous and 
fpirited exertions alone, that I expec to fee that glorious re- 
form effected, for which we have as yet but feebly contended, 
but by which we fhall free ourfelves from the opprobrious 
wrongs that prefs us now, and bend our fpirits downward. 

All England fhall be free, and every growing merit fucceed 
to its juft right: fools fhould be pulled from wifdom’s feat: 
thofe baleful unclean birds, thofe lazy owls, who (perch’d 
near fortune’s top) fit only watchful with their heavy wings 
to cuff down new fledged virtues, that. would rife to nobler : 
heights, and make the grove harmonious. Meanwhile I re- 
main with iteady attachment to the caufe of Liberty and truth, 
fellow citizens, your’s, not only a lover of my country, but 
a citizen and lover of the whole WORLD. 





